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Lauda Wins South African G 


By Pet Lyons 


The World Champion's face, if you look 
at it. seems to have been made expressly 
for clamping his teeth onte bis lower lip. 
He must have been nearly drawing blood 
as ho rasped away from the pits on his 
single warmup lap. 

Tt was a last-minute chance for his 
engine The magnificent 12 heart of the 
superb Ferrari machine that so 
dominates Grand Prix racing these days 
in both thought and deed, had just barely 
struggled through the brief, 20-minute 
morming practice, stuttering ragged|y at 
anything over 10.000rpm. 

The Ttalians, controlling their 
mounting anxiely, first suspected 
lenition trouble and slapped on a new 
distributor. Aut that wasn't the fix, and 
before they could try unything else the 
Hag was out. There were only taro things 
they could do now, aod they didboth. They 
renewed the fuel injection unit on the race 
engine, and also race-prepared the spare 
bar, Already wearing No. f,. it was 
wheeled out lito the pite and warmed up 
niong side the other two cars, 

Ears timed to the ony of Niki's engine, 
his mechanies than could anly wait lo see 
whether he would come around at the end 
of the warmup lap and take up his place 
oo the grid, or shoot back in amonget thelr 
legs and leap over to his spare, Motor 
THD success. oven for Champions, 
hange by so many threads 

Tt Wee all right. The song was Tull and 
pure all the way up to 12.500 and beyened. 
His confidence returned. Niki Lauda 
steqred for his place on the gridward side 
ef the pit wall and looked down the track 
atthe plunge into the frei turn. Perhaps, 
then. like adiver atthe brink, heshook his 
shoulder muscles te relax. He shouldn't 
really have too much to worry aboutnow, 

There was, of course, @ remaining 
minor problem to consider James Hont 
in his MolLaren over there onthe pole side 
of the front row! Having been fastest all 
during the preceding week of Goodyear 
tire testing, Lauda wes somewhal 
nonplussed to find himself being beaten 
during official practice when it counted. 

Continued On Page 16 


Honda Sales Up 33% 


U.S. sales of Honda Civic automobiles 
for the first two months of (878 totaled 
17,167, an increase ofSde: over the record- 
breaking sales pace set daring the same 
period of 1975 

The February total of 10,075 units 
represented a 31% increase over the TTD 
eara gold in this country in February. 
1975. and a 42% increase over the 
January, 1976, total of THe, 

Of the top fowr imports, only Honda 
showed an increase for February this 
¥Year over the same month of 18T8. 
according to Cliff Sehmillen. national 
field sales manager for American Honda 
Meter Co, Ine. Sehmilles added that the 
COMpPAny expecia to sel! at least 10,000 
care in this country this year as compared 
to the 1S total of Pe. This years 
files to date have substantially 
Strengthened the company's fourth place 
Portion among imports, he eaid, 
Oe ee es ee 


Bobby Rahal 
In Profile 
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lay Regazroai (2) leads Vitborva Brambilla (9) and Jody Scheckter eardy in the South African Grand Prin. 


NASCAR 


Page 12 


NARA Rally Rules Finalized 


DEARBORN, MICH, —Over thirty tap 
U.S. performance rally drivers, 
navigators and organiters puthered wi 
the Hyatt Regency Hotel bere on the 
anniversary of George Washington's 
birthdate {to formalize the North 
American Rally Association's Mules and 
Giidelines for Organizers for iis Lore 
Amorica’s Cup Championealip. 

The three-day micetings boasted the 
Altendanece of the (874 Chumpion, Sentt 
Harvey (Rochester, Mich.), the tra 
Champion. Gene Henderson (Dearborn, 
Mich.) and the 17h Championship team 
af John Butfum end Vicki Oyhema 
(Burlington, V1.4) 

Wine of NATLA’s national organizers 
joined with the professional pally group's 
seven stewards and Director David Ags, 
to formalise the group 6 rulesand tochari 
the course of this fastest growing 


segment of pro motor sports, 

The meetings and shar performers were 
given round-the-clock coverage by 
Dertinit's nia por print, radio and TW media. 
including eight separate news and 
feature TV! shows on all three Detroit 
televesion stations 

Tim Johnson, Wender Miulfler Vine 
President, unmounted that Wonder would 
expand its contingency support over and 
nbave ibe national spanssrship. Al Kelly, 
Regional Sales Manager for Pirelli 
expresed the firm's enthusiasm for 
invalyement in NWARA’S now sories, 
“LAntin and Pirolli already share ue 
World and European Rall¥ 
Championships in burope” said Helly, 
‘and we're very excited aboot getting 
involved with the performance level of 
the aport in the Ue." 

Continued On Page 13 


LATE NEWS 


® According to the European motoring press, a Formula Two 
team to be run by Willi Kauhsen has ordered a trio of March 762s 
and several Brian Hart engines. Team drivers reportedly will be 
Ingo Hoffman and Klaus Ludwig. Earlier reports had Kauhsen 
aligned with the Alpine Renault sports car team. Just what became 
of that deal, if indeed anything has, is not known. 

@® Yet another engine may become involved in this season's 
FormulaTwo romp. This one is a straight six, dohe unit being 
developed by Holbay in Britain. Drawn by a former Ferrari 
designer, it is said to resemble one bank of Ferrari's current 
Formula One engine. The 24-valve engine is said to produce 


approximately 316bhp. 


® Rumor Of The Week, Outrage Drawer: Two yet unnamed Car & 
Driver staffers will compete in this season's NARA professional 
rally series in a Chevrolet Cosworth Vera 


@ IMSA’s first Formula Atlantic event will take place at Road 
Atlanta 11 April in conjunction with the Camel GT and Radial 


Continued Om Page 3 


One Very 
Rare Porsche 


Page 10 


Donohue Crash 
Suit Settlement 
Out Of Question 


A oit-ofcourt settlement in the 
“needlegs death” laweult fled by the 
heirg of race driver Mark Donohue is 
“Definitely out of the question. 
according to Bell Helmets spokesman 
Jim Coughlin 

In making Bell's first public statement 
since the suit was aoncunced by Abode 
Island attorney Leonard Decal four weeks 
ago, Couglin told Aufoweers that Decol's 
statement of hero weeks ago saying that 
the suit wouldoothurtractog is absolute 
bul" 

“We feel they're way off base in their 
allegations.” Coughlin said of the $20. 
million action which charges that Bell, 
Gomivear Tire & Rubber Co. aod Ponake 
Racing wero negligent in the 
Mantfacture of tires and beimet, aod im 
ihe preparation of Dondhue’s March 
which crashed during practice for the 
Austrian Grand Prix last Awpust, 

“We Will have to defend the suit. This 
particular case. while not the first 
product Gability action we have defended, 
wil) set the precidont forall such cases in 
the future bechuse of the stature of Mark 
Domohie and the personal involvement 
he had with bis cars and our products,” 
Coughlin said. “We will have to fight it 
wherever we have to fight it. No thought 
of an out-of-court settlement ie possible.” 

“Li we lose this case, it could ber a 
disaster for racing,” Coughlin snid 
“We've had callie trom all sorts of people 
Supporting us. and theres mo question 
well po all the way with it” 

Couglin’s remarks were the firs 
official ctomments made by any 
representative of the defendants. Both 
Cooedvear and Penske have reserved 
comment wn til they have had more time to 
look over the papers which were served 
Last weel. 

Coughlin noted that Bell's first action 
in defending the suit was to end one of its 
engineers to England tooconfer with Peter 
Jewitt, the representative of the Grand 
Prix Drivers Associttion who conducted 
the investigation of Donolue's crash 

SOME 6 original findings, ie reparrbed 
ina dopyrighted Awtewodrk story by Eoin 
Young, Were that the catch fonce lining 
the course pulled open Donohue'’s visor 
which waa then struck by & catch fence 
pole. The open visor increased the 
leverage of the blow when if might! not 
hove olherwise been lethal, Jowitt found 

“We haven't geen the helmet since the 
actident.” Coughlin said. “Penske kno 
where it ig and jt has been subpoended 
into evidence, As sen a5 we can get it. it 
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MG MIDGETS TOP 
SOUTHWEST OPENERS 
Southwest Diveiinedriers warned wpin Febrdary 
with twit events and Aretish Levlied 
ars took {ive lists 

Winter Glasiec Lake Charles, Feb, 8 


Ltt See Mi, Wetgel 
His Pipicke 
fad Meta dy 
‘ump Mitule 
Meaheip dat et 
Ger) Gratiaa Sorte 


Polar Prim, Grealer SW Raceway, Feb. 2a-74 


WG Mike pee 
Sguthae 
Bhi Meryl 
Guay 
fnaphiv 


ce | fet Hidivmo 
Zea 9 Mian Geri 
ire Fel Foe 
? li Cisea Destiaa 
ag Teal vedi 
ig kn Sure We Melpe 
Pha fhe (lackey tone 
me | patie 
Bi fick & Pa 


CONGRATULATIONS! 


British Leyland Cosnpetiiaon Deparneeat 


Wike Banal, 201 -467-/210 
Jim Coan: 415-468-765 
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Continue From Page 1 

Past he wins still, bot Hant wes forte, In 
each of the thres seaaiows that counted for 
grid positions the Maribor Mclaren was 
the (atest tar on the track. Ay ome tenth of 
an aecond, finally, James established 
himself upon the second GP pole position 
of bis career in 45 Many appearances for 
his new team. 

All be had todo now was contrive tooul- 
drag the Ferrari into Orewihorne corner, 
A biLaf a challenge for a Pard, these diys, 

For dramatic tension we will pow flash 
back to the evening of the last practica 
day, two daye before (the Saturday race 
wn, as lash pear, preceded by a few days 
for the mechonies to thoroughly prep 
their cars), and pan along the row of 
garages until we come te & pair of men 
who, We realize, are reeponelible for the 
management of the two cars which have 
won places on the second row of the grid. 
i's Alastair Coldwell of McLaren, the 
sort oof crow-chief who doubles as 
manager af Jochen Mass in race 
maliers=Teddy Mater takes care of 
James Hunt—and Heing Hofer of the 
Penske team. They are gleefully engaged 
in that verbal jabbing and 
counterpuinching which is an mich «part 
of GP life. They are savering & saene of a 
few moments before in the tower amongeal 
the official tinvars. 

The grid sheet has come out and it 
shows John Watson's Citibank Penske 
third fastest overall, with 1:1643t0 Mass 
ib, Caldwell bas trotted slong 
upsiuirs to see if maybe hecan't improve 
hia man's prospects a little, and Hoferhas 
ni aller him to guard Wateon's position. 
Together they have poured over the 
official peoords, and  IJo-and-behold 
Caldwell has found alap for Mass, missed 
by the official whoextracted best times, of 
116.41. Ho has with o polite smile pon bed 
this out to the official, The official bas, 
like officials everywhere, altempted to 
preserve hig dignity by refusing ta 
discuse the matter, The two managers 
have come back dawn the stairs. 

Now Hofer with a congratulatory, if 
somewhat strained, smile is telling 
Caldwell that he has kept hia eye on him 
and seen him running back up the stairs, 
“Wo told ime you weren't going to press 
HE” Caldwell, feo wrenliied in the smile 
Of a oat with feathers in ite fur, comes 
back with the placating information that 
he waen't able to press itanyway. “When I 
got up there again they'd put the limes 
awa, wouldn't let me ser em. Bald they'd 
got the right thme in the first place, the 
tid glands, go away. But I'vo beren 
Hhinking aowwiy that Jochen's better off 
where he ia behind Nik. Niki's never been 
known tomake a bad start yet!” Alastair's 
grin was atits broadest. Heinz was faded 
quite Away, 

Engines moiatering oll together in the 
thin Righwelei alr, tive 25 cars alled ino 
their places on the grid. Exercising his 
prerogative as pole man, Hunt mowed 
over to the pitward side of the track, 
opposite the normal Hralami pote 
position, hoping for the bet possible cum 
inte the first turn, Lauda rolled alongside 
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Carlos Reutemann (7) was pressed hy Andretti (27) into an-early tetirement 


bo the left. Following their lead, on wis 
proper, Walson changed over too, placing 
the Penske actually closer to the pit rail 
than wee the McLaren ahead. Mass 
formed up behind the gap between Hunt 
ind Litudns, But the third row—Vittorio 
Brambilla in the Bete March and Patrick 
Depailler in the Bit Tyrrell—dldn't eet the 
mrssage and they lined up in the 
‘standerd” grid arrangement, Brambilla 
in echelon formation to the loft behind 
Mass, dirtotlly behind Lauda. 

The very young Seuth African 
Brosdtasting Corporation gol a great 
tape oof the start which was shown a 
couple of Himes that night It shows the 
pack straining at the lesah, waiting far 


Cine aden 


the precise insiant when the grees 
starting light would fash It shows 
Bramblila’s orange nose lifting abruptly 
& good second before any olher car 
moves—and then dipping again as 
Vittorio realizes he's too flagrantly 
jumped the start, But he's still rolling and 
ae the other 48 back wheels blur into 
motion the March is forging stendily 
forward nmen est tiem, 

So ie-the Perrarl Hunt and Lauda have 
let their clutch feet out together, but 
Jomes hus just afew toomany revs on and 
the MeLaren serabbies away its polo 
position with wheelspin. Into the gap 
between the two comes Mage’ nosepiens, 
and Watson slaria aroind the pits wide of 
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Hunt. But he's not making ae gol a start 
as Depailler behind, and as the cars, all 
leaving broed arcing ameare of black 
rubber, begin to move down the bill their 
initial orderly arrangement bas blorred, 
It's the Ferrari ahead, Mass’ McLaren o 
very close second—alongside and almost 
a 10S8 abend ne they chear the end of the 
pite but falling back slightly ws the 
Ferran engine comes in atrong—and 
Brambilla tucking in third. Hunt, rolling 
properly now, is fourth but Depaiiler is 
just off his inside quarter and still 
gaining. 

It's a shocking tape. Somehow you 
never replize how frightening is a 
slanding make start until you see it ona 
screen later. The Kyalami screen thie 
time wae crammed from edgetoedre with 

Continued On Next Page 


Americans Win Points In South Africa 


John Whiten eured himesell an 
outshinding second row staring epol in 
hile third race with the First National 
Bank Penske team, Whether or not he 
intually beat Jochen Mags. who Was 
awarded attual fourth positien on the 
Grid Was & matter of two hundredths of a 
second either way. Wateon had been doling 
fine werk ever ince the firatday in South 
Africa, and he waa one of the quickest 
runners. all during the Goodyear tire testa 
that preceded the Grand Prix. As racing 
Will, however, it all deteriorated 
somowh ad in the race, Partially asa result 
of James Hunt's sluggish start, partially 
by Euiupelf mot patting off well, the 
Irishmad fell back to Lah place by tie erie. 
of the first lap. Driving therealter as hard 
as he could, handicapped by anoversteer 
caused porgsibly by incorrect rear tire 
pressures ond also by his brake bolance 
giving tea much onto the reor wheels, he 
brought the PCS home fifth for his and 
Roger Penske’s firat porinia of the year. 
There will be more 

Mario Andrettl arrivedto drive whatall 
the F:l regulars agreed was the most 
beautiful car on the garage, Lagt year's 


BARS 


eet 


Wathtins len Punelli opdited with oil 
pring suapension all orownd and new 
posterbor bodywwerk, the VPJ-48 hed not 
only that eesentiol “rightness” of desir 
but typically superb workmanship as 
well. Ad. despite a doll engine through 
most of practice, (legacy of sn 
overheating problem on the initial run)it 
Wee quick, Maria qualified amidsi the 
solid bulkoofthe entry and stayed with the 
mainsironm in the race ontil the engine 
went off eonge after some 20 laps. The 
hnttic eventa of the latter part of the race 
brought him wp to sixth by the ond—a 
decent thimpionship point for the initial 
1ST culing Of the car acres the nose of 
which Wel Miletich has caused to be 
painted. “Happy Birthday, Americal” 
Tom Pryce had missed the entire test 
week because of influenza, bat he camo 
Gut better than Jean Pierre Jarier onic the 
official GP weekend started. The 
Shadows were carrying red Lucky Strike 
ambleme for this race, and Tom, from tha 
middie of the prid, was showing them 
brightly in fourth place quite early in the 
race Wher & Oat rear tire formed him into 
the pits, Ita replacement caused some 
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oversiear, which coupled with locking 
front brakes made his eventual seventh 
place behind the other two American tira 
gonad indeod. Meanwhile poor Jarier, who 
had done the testing (in Tom's cor}, had 2 
practice bedeviled by handling. brake, 
fit fel eyetem bother—And a race that 
ended when 4 large stone bashed a leak in 
his right side radiator. 

Brett Lunger with the Chestertield- 
colored Surtees spend the entire 
Gondyear teat weels petting thoroughly 
acclimatized with the car, the temm. the 
back and F-1, but he showed more than 
timply well learned Iessong by his 
Spirited atiachk lait in the race on Bob 
Evang’ JPR. Earlier Brett hid mace o« 
Mistake: he selected the wrong pear on 
the start lineand lost about ten seconds wa: 
the field took off withouthim. Then for the 
Gerly laps the car iteelf was suffering 
from 4 mistake on the partof ihe team: ihe 
fuel overflow breather had bees 
innocently routed ints the engine airbox, 
ao until tho tank level dropped the Surters 
sluttered along with a toe-Tich mixtura, 
Hard physioal work brought him ever 
closer to Evane' ili-handling type TT 
Lotus, ond eleventh place by somnt 
fractions of a second by the ane 


Amon Climbs Back Up 


Me Nuon and Chria Amon came to 
Kyalam elmply to play themselves back 
into the game. Their Ensign. pending 
eompleion of a new oer for Long Beach, 
was the “old oil” Wt 14. Chriasia 
hinisel {was only just recovering fram the 
damage to bin foot caused by the traffic 
BOoidet right after last fall's Long Beach 
race. Thats been quite asage—ganprone, 
Partial amputation, shin grafts, and throw 
months in bed. “ts only been these last 
two weeha that [we been able to walk 
properly,” he said, complaining of being 
out of shaper, 

Qualifying hth of 2). Amon put in one 
Of te mich etiring drives of the raca, 
holding off people Like Depallilor, 
Pittipaidl, and Pryce and running bebind 
Andretti in a position that would have 
been seventh overall hed mot the Eneign 
Slaried ta run oun af pas with three lapsto 
Eth 
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S. African GP 


Continued From Preceding Page 
Formula One care weaving, wiggling and 
yeoring trom side to side, fat black wheels 
ind sharp finny nosts darting among 
each ober with scant inches of clearance 
a8 drivers quicker than thought went for 
flatting openings. Tall airboxea were 
chopping back and forth likethe teeth ofa 
mowing machine, gritty brown dust was 
rising. and ower on the far outside verge 
Carlos Reutemann had taken hia red 
Brabham completely off the racing 
surface in a do-or-die attempt to improve 
his sixth row starting position, 

As the desperate struggle piled into 
Crowthorne, Lauda still knifing along 
just ahead, Depailler hauled his Tyrrell 
a8 far over to the inetde of Hunt ae he 
could and stamped on thebrakes aa late ae 
he dared Almost too late; the blue OOF 
snapped into a vicious oscillation, til 
whipping back and forth as the back 
brakes locked Hunt eacuped being 
battered by n0 mere than the thickness of 
an endplate and slipped ahead still 
fourth. Depailler bad the luck to catch it 
and was Sth. Across the track Rewtemann 
somehow came back onto the rond 
Pointed the right way and without hitting 
anyone, and with the discipline of the 
laws of physios forced upon them at last, 
the chaotic pack formed Into cornering 
order. 

All but two. Michele Leclere, doing his 
second GP (his first was a very brief 
appearance with Tyrrell al Watkins Glen 
last year) replacing Renzo Zorzi wow for 
Frank Williams, got his wheels tangled 
up with the privately owned Tyrrell of Ian 
Scheckter. The brand new Williams want 
boWncing up inte the air over the wheels 
af thea Tyrrell and then spun 
extravagantly across through the pack to 
the dirt on the inside. somehow escaping 
any further dumage, He wee able to barn 
around and drive away again, and finally 
finished 13th two laps down with no 
further adventure. 

Poor old Tan, Jody's older brother who 
was, with conernled but very reo] hope 
that this race would show his abilities to 
all the visiting F-1 team managers, trying 
to get a good finish, could only climb out 
and help the marshals push the original 
OOF, ite front suspension bent, away from 
further risk. 

He spent the rest of the rage there, 
hoping idly that perhaps Leclere might 
blow up or something and conal to a atop 
there where he could pet at him. . . 

As the first lap hortled to an end by the 
pits it was Lauds leading from Mass, with 
Brambilla third and Hunt fourth. Behind 


a 


The Shadowsot Jean- Pierre Jarier: and Tom Pryce showed in ane-race-only Lucky Strike livery. Thesis damer, 


Depailler was Ronnie Peterson, whose 
blue-and-yellow March with the Swedish 
flag on the nose wasup from 10th starting 
Place, Rautemann'’s raucous—and 
alroady amoking—aAlfa-engined 
Brabham seventh, Tom Pryce's Shadow 
(sponsored by Licky Strike for this one 
race) eighth, Regaszoni in the other 


Lotus Team Determined 


Colin Chapman came down to South 
Africa for a complete fortnight, the 
longest time he has personally devoted to 
his company's Formula One project for 
some vers. Tt was sorely needed, 

With Peterson finally making good his 
eooape to March and Andrettl lecting to 
go with Parnell, Team Lotus had peo new 
drivers for the second race of the seaeon., 
Nominal team leader is the young Swoda 
Gunnar Nilsson, who—rather against 
Paterson's aivice—has signed for two 
years. He proved to enjoy aslightly less 
good debul GP however than ex-BAM 
man Bob Evans who had come on foronly 
the Kyalami race and Brands Hatch a 
week later, — 

Testing by both new drivers showed up 
pretty serious defictencles im ihe new 
Lowa TF design, chiefly a tendency to 
overstecr hugely and to weave and 
wobble on the track, Practice ended with a 
major Haw—the suspension loads were 
splitting their mountings on the back of 
the monoroques., 

Chapman's preseoce, always cheerful, 
always keen, always forward-thinking, 
kept the team apirit up all through e truly 
difficult fortnight Both drivers stayed 
optimistic and, although WNilsson‘s 
terrible practica—he got bul two flying 
lapa in two days because of one trouble 
witer another—was capped by a race that 
é@nded in retirement with a walter leak and 
slipping clutch, Evang had a great run 
under the circumstances. He finished a 
fighting Lith just ahead of Langer. 


Chapman was so pleased with finishing 
at all after such a dismal practice, and ao 
grateful tothe yeoman work of his nearly 
sleepless mechanics. that he sent the 
whole tem off on a week's holiday the 
minute they'd packed up their tools. 

If sheer dedication means anything, 
Team Lotus may be on the odge of a 
comeback.—Pete Lyons 


(Ciera, Moll 


Ferrori ninth, Maria Andretti in the 
beautiful Parnelli up three places from 
his starting position to tanth. Jacques 
Laffite in the screaming Ligier Matra 
eloveoth, and Jody Seheckter’s Tyrrell 
weiot by twelfth from Watson's unlucky 
opening run in the Penske, 

Ti woe a lime of cors on the straight, but 
in the braking area for Crowlhorme it 
becume a mad scramble for improved 
pesitione again, and Brambilla now did 
something that atopped the hearts of 
thousands. With Hunt working up 
Wongside on the inside Vittoria himself 
chopped across to the inside, forcing the 
one MeLaren off almeat onte the verge 
while be forced the March inte the apex 
alongaide the other McLeren, Mags hed to 
give way as hed Hunt, and Brambilla was 
aeoond, Great stuff, bat ob-my-(od! 

Alt the ood of that eecond lap Lauda bad 
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a cushion of 2.9 seconds on second place, 
and as the moxt few laps developed it was 
ebvigus to every eye that Brambilla was 
holding up the pursuit With five lapa 
down Lauda was 5.9 seconds ahead and 
cars were piled up behind the March, 
Mase had waved Hunt 
through to the attack, and attack he did, 
but it was close work. Onto the brakes for 
the fourth time and James veered over to 
the inside: once again Vittorio protected 
himaelf with savage determination and 
chopped in a long straight diagonal 
acroge the McLaren's nose to the apex. 
This, the well-bred young Englishman 
might have thought to himself, was a 
little like Tarzan mixing if up with Attila 
the Hun! 

Gathering himsell for his best run at it, 
Hunt came off Leeukop corner at the head 
of the straight next time around with 
wheels just on the edge of spinning, 
driving all the power possible into the 
road: with the closer ratios of his 
McLaren-modified Howland six-speed 
gearbox keeping the Cosworth right on 
the peak of its power curve he pushed 

Hight up into Brambilla’s draft and a little 
pest the pits, earlier than the lap before, 
he whipped out to the inside again. 
Absolutely side by side this time, the two 
went onto the brakes for Crowthorne— 
and the Tinlian gave in.“ think he must 
have fell a tiny bit badiy about the lap 
before, aaid James with comfortable 
equanimity afterward, “for 1 saw him 
wiggle a finger at me and let me in.” 

Hunt was now free to see what he might 
salvage of the Ferrari situation. [tdidn’t 
look Like be could, though. The gap bad 
expanded now on the sixth lap to seven 
seconds: although Hunt was literally 
rushing away from Brambilla he waen't 
making any impression on Lauda and as 
the laps piled up the gap grew to eight 
seconds and then te nine. The McLaren at 
this stage of the race with orearly full 
tanks was undersieering a lillie, and 
besides that—although the driver 
couldn't see ii—there was-an intermittent 
pull of amoke as cornering forces threw 
leaking oil onto the exhaust pipes, There 
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S. African GP 


Continued From Preceding Page 

seemed to be every reason to ankicipate 
the same sort of result as Brazil the 
cuphoria of pole turning to the bitterness 
af mechantcal failure. (In Brazil a furl 
injection tram pet had come lonae, putting 
the engine onia seven cylinders, and 
finally the flopping trumpet fell down 
behind the angine and jammed the 
throttle slide wide open, causing Hunt to 
crash}. 

Meanwhile. what wos happening 
behind those ominous puffs of smoke? 
Mnss had taken up the Brambilla 
problem, and found thet if Vittorio hed 
had a amall twinge of conscience about 
the way he'd trented Hunt it had quite 
cleared by the time Jochen tried the same 
mancuver, With a preliminary feint outof 
the alipetream on lap &. Jochen did it for 
real on lap 8—and Vittorio responded 
with another lurid awing of the axe. This 
time, though, he stomped so hard on the 
brakes that the March's front wheels 
locked up in a burst of smoke, and he 
found himself arriving into the comer 
just 6 bit faster than the poor rubber could 
cope with, On ahead of the McLaren's 
bows he went, scratching around the 
eorner in the gravel off the outside of the 
racing line. and Jochen simply drove 
fidily through on the maids. Than he 
pulled away almost sa rapidly as James 
isd dome. 

Brambilla, hia “front tires having gone 
He’, therenfter slipped bachwaords 
through the pack. Pryce managed to get 
by on the 1th lap, taking up «a fine and 
energetically held fourth place, and then 
Regazzoni ond a charging Soheckter 
came through in turn to contest fifth 
place. 

Pryce, very disappointingly, picked up 
a Puncture and had to stop in the pits. 
Regen, having preserved his place ahead 
af Jody until the 28th lap, soddeniy 
slowed and crawled around to retirement 
with the engine knackered. Peterson, who 
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“Hey, Gang—These ain’t the 60's!” 
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Lotus’ new drivers were plagued by a host of is despite Ihe presence af Colin Chapman. This is ex-BRM 


driver Bob Evans. 

had been fifth unt! the fifteenth lap, fell 
foul of the rearward brake bias of 
Depaiiter’s oar Patrick, trying ‘to 
overtake into Crowthorne, got imio 
another wagele which turned into 4 spin 
and Ronnie in trying to go around the 
outside spun on the gravel. He emerged 
from the confrontation with his rear 
suspension smashed, 

Of the others who had featured in the 
food mid-field dine, Reulemann cime in 
from the middle of if to repert his oil 
Pressure wos gone. Thal was because his 
all iteel! was gone. blown out the back of 
the Alfa (a revimed, lightened design sinoo 
Brazil with some pew castings made of 
magnesium) onto all the other curs 
behind. After two more lape he retired for 
geod (“Good!" is what all the drivers 
behind said) ond was presently joined in 
the garage by Carlos Pace who reported 
the same problem and forthe simecauge. 
But at least the Anglo-ltalian cars had 
shown better speed this time than in 
Brazil, Andretti, Leffite ond Watson rap 
together for along while, Mario dropping 
back with his engine going off song after 
about quartar diatanoe and Watson 
slowly losing owt to the Matra engine and 
to «unsettling overstear both, Lafiite 


eventually found himself with Brombilla 
in bis sights and after a lolol near-misees 
in the braking zones—the Ligior's front 
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wheels locking wp several times— 
Jacques made a banzai run oul of the 
March slipstream just by the pits. The 
blue nose forged alongside the orange 
ond, just touching sixth place on lap 49— 
and af that instant the Vill went bang. The 
driversaid “Bet make a ‘orrible noise and 
Taweeteh off quickly!" The huge plumeof 
amocke suggested a broken piston. 


Tt was left to Wateon to slowly close on 
Brambilla, and the hwo were coming upto 
the finish of the race, the two lenders 
around their eara with only a couple of 
laps to go, when the March engine 
stumbled, drew up the last of the fuel, and 
Brambiile had to go off into the pits for a 
refill Watson, third om the grid, was just 
lapped by the winner before the checkered 
flag fell, 

Atthe same moment his teammate was 
Teliring with his engine gone Lauda was 
lining wp to lap Andretti. There were only 
now five other machines on his lap, and 
four of them were no prvblem, But Hunt's 
McLaren, contrary to mid-race 
BD PMITEnCeS, was beginning to be a 
threat. 


Motor racing success hangs by so many 
threads; there had been the threads of the 
Sim balt in the rear suapension which, 
during the testing a week before, bad 
broken and buckled the Ferrari's rear 
Suipension croaamember. Not even 
Warld Champions are ibmune to trouble. 
and trouble was hovering over Wiki 
Lauda, On the sixth lap he had 
comfortably established the fieetest rape 
lap; on the 20th, of thereabouts, with Hunt 
fallen to about 10 secomds disadvantage, 
he felt the Ferrari's handling beginning to 
fade. "I think it waa a tearehock absorber 
foing 26%." he gaid later—this has 
happened to his cer before more than 
once—but for whatever reason the 
admirably neawtral $127 begun gevieg wide 
aE the tail, No longer wae it Ube quickest 
machine on tha track, and lap by 
inexorible lip the MichLaren began to 


| pain. 


It was slow work, but going inte the last 
ten tapes Honk was down te six seconds 


suddenly with aight to ge he had closed ta 
42 eeconds, People all around the hillside 
circuit were coming to their feet, tryingta 
feure out if atthatrate thore were anocugh 
laps Jelt, and programs and hats and beer 
bottles were beginning to dance in the air 
ever the tops of the spectator fences. 
Ferrari supporters flage were starting to 
wave with anxiety; Hunt fans were trying 
to sigoal with their hands bow little he 
had to gain. But the McLaren man knew 
better than they. 

The oi! leak had come to nothing. The 
original understeer bad smoothed ito 
neutrality, and with a perfectly running 
motor cor James was slashing around 
end around the track on the finest of 
edger, There were occadional jumps of 
the back wheels sideways, caught by the 
videotpe all around the circuit to prove 
how hard he was trying, but the tape also 
showed one of the feasted, moat 
consistent and precise drives ever seen. 

Beth men were flat out. Lawda, the 
Ferrari at uncharacteristically high slip 
angles, the back wheels twitching out 
toward the curbs more often than modern 
Ferraris ane supposed to, was in the fine! 
few Inps holding the gap steady. With 
seven lips to go it read 3.8, and again it 
was 2.8; then it squeesed down to 3.6 but 
with four laps to go il was 3.8 again, 
Minus three laps and it was 3.6 as Hunt 
tame powering wp out of Leeukop and 
watched the Ferrari racing up into the 
ink before the pita abead Tt waapoing to 
bea second place by that amount. clearly, 

Motor racing success hangs by threads, 
now it wae the cords in the tire Gn the left 
roar corner of Lauda’s car. It was just 
now, dpparenily, that some foreign object 
either on the traci or just off he ed pe of it 
cit nbowt an iach of them.On the newxt-to- 
lat time out onto the gtralg ht the pap had 
reduced to 2.8 seconds, and all around the 
final lap Hunt waa closing visibly, The 
furry of waving over the fences become a 
storm. and sunburnt spectator faoes were 
rei with shouting. Into the loop of 
Leeulnop for the last time and the FPerrart 
led by mere yard& 1.1 seconds was the 
measured gap as the McLaren stormed 
out ante the straight in pursuit, It was 
less than half a mile to the flag. 

But Ferraris theses days, sofiening tire 
of not, beal Forda in drag races and as the 
two whipped arund the kink to the line 
below the timing tower the gap had 
expanded to 1.9 seconds. It wasn't until 
Crowthorne. both men decelerating their 
cars and their bodies ton down from 
racing speed, that Hunt closed with 
Lauda. Polling alongeide, he penta jaunty 
swiute over, The Champion bow had three 
times the number of points of the 
chiillenger, but James’ smiling face after 
he took off his helmet was promising that 
i's a long way still to the end of ihe 
season, If be has anything to de with it 
Niki's lower lip la going to be sore all 
BLErLITeet 


Texas Nationals See Drivers 
From All Over United States 


FT, WORTH, Texas—Blown here by 
Fusiy winds, 142 entries gathered under 
Dloudy skies to seek national polote at Ft. 
Worth's Greater Southwest Raceway 28- 
2 Feb. The turmeut was double the size of 
the SWOiv opener three weeks earlier, 
with many drivers towing from as far as 
California, Minnesota, and Florida te 
compete. 

The Dattex Challenge, a race-within-s- 
race seriea for Showroom Stok “C™ 
Datsun Tis made ite first tppoaraoce, 
with a lone Fiat Xi/9 holding a two- 
sgoonds-é-lap advantage over the faatest 
cf the nine Datsuns. Although originally 
looking for a way to beat the spiralling 
Boel of club racing, the Dattex Challange 
drivers have their eyes fixed on the 1977 
Champion Spark Plug Ruonoeffs, when 
Showroom Steck lasses will be 
represented for the first time. 

Bob Marshall's Quasar-Suzuk! DSR ao 
dominated the small-bore race that he 
wis able to start from the back of the erid 
and jump to the overall lead in just four 
laps. C Sedan winner Norman Dodson's 
Austin Cooper wae found fo be 
underweight, and a two-minute penalty 
dropped him bo seooned, 


Denver's Bill Menderon took fis 
Cressle to the FF winners cirole when 
Don Guillett’s ditto bled outall ite ofl after 
justtive laps. Gerry Hoepp, Jim Hall, and 
National Champ Mike Frankiser went 
wheel-to-wheel for 19 laps of the PY race 
wotil Hall and Frankiser bumped 
together. giving Hnapp the win ond 
relegating Frankiser all the way back to 
th, 


Houston's Joe Locario made it tro 
nition] wins in a row in bis DP Alfa, but 
he hed to struggle to held off the Poreche 
of Californian Dale Hersh. 


Nostalgia butfa were drooling as two 
evenly matched ax-CanAm McLarens 
fought it.out for theoversll win in the big- 
bore race. After swapping the lead three 
times, Nebraskan E.A. Arnold tack the 
checker over Dallas” Charles Nearbure. 
Wiley Doran lost the BP win when the 
engine in his ecaldingly quick Corrotte 
let gocin the biggest possible way af the 
end of the main straight. In the Dateun- 
dominated CP struggle, Dean Burch 
surprised Don Kearney al the start and 
led for fifteen laps undil his clutch cave 
out.—im Gandy 


The Last 


Nurburgring? 


By John Watson 


H seems possible that this year's German Grand 
Prix will be the last time we run on the full 14-mile 
Nurburgring circuit For reasons of safety and 
economy there are plans to reduce it to & mere five 
rile, 

That makes me sad because frankly I'm «a 
Nurburgring fan. I like all road circuite because 
there's a feeling about a read circwit that an artificial 
circuit can't give a driver. | was raised on road 
cireuita during my carly days in Ireland—they were 
Literally road circuits with oo protection whatsoever. 
T feel thet they teach - driver a certain amount of 
reapect for bis business. On road circuite you learn 
things about the craltof racing that you'llnever learn 
onan airfield or on a place like Nivelles. 

While Tm sad that the full Ring will no longer be a 
GP circuit after this year | mustaay that l'mdelighted 
that they are shortening it and preserving something 
of the road circuit challange rather than making us 
run at Hockenheim, That's acircuit thatdoes nothing 
for me at all, [t's a dodo, 

T pues that racing on the Nurburgring and liking it 
is a very selfish thing. Ita feeding your own ego 
Without considering the spectators, [ve never 
Gnderstocd the fascination of the “Hing from the 
spectators poimt of view. To me it's ludicrous to stand 
and see 4 Grand Prix where you get 14 looks at the 
action with seven minute intervals between. 

lunderstand that a lotoof money has been apenton 
the "Hing in reshaping the clrowit and bringing into 
line With current safety standards. [t's inevitable thal 
witha circuit this length its costs of maintainence are 
going to be much higher than a normal circuit. You 
Know before you start that its costa must be seven 
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times Higher just becaude ifs about seven times 
longer than the average circuit. 

Circuit safety and the requirements are conslanily 
changing. We try to stabilize them ag much as 
Possible. At the “Hing there are more than 30 corners 
which are taken in ard, 4th and Sth gears and thel 
THESE at apeeds in excess of 120 miles an boar, We 
now Know that in order to make thase corners safe we 
need a run-off area on the outaide of the corners. 

In many places around the "Ring the steel barrier ia 
herd up by the circuit and there are trees growing 
within feet of it. Last year in the Grand Prix driving 
the JPS 1 had a suspension failure on one of the really 
fast sections where [ was doing around 17lmph and 1 
waa very lucky oot to hit anything. But this was on 
pen where there wis no apectator or driver 
protection. 

Looking after drivers is one thing but looking after 
Spectators is another, One thing we are all very 
comacious of is that we can oot allow another 
Barcelona incident to happen. We must newer allow a 
situation where cara fly inte the erowd. Having said 
that lapprectate that with a circult like Nurburgring 
there is mo way it can be «a viable commercial 
Proposition to make it apectator safe all the way 
around. 

I would love the circuit to be made safe all the way 
round so that wecould continue toraceon it. Autthat's 
not possible so Tl happily settle fore amallerversbon 
that is safe. 

On this matter of cirewit safe and the 
specifications | would like to point out that in the past 
some people have criticized the drivers andthe GPDA 
for making heavy demands on circuits’ owners. 
The situation now is very different. We, the GPDA, 
have mow got e very much closer working 
relationship with both the Constructors and the CSI, 
All circuit ingpections are now carried out by a three 
min team with each body represented. | think our 
working together on a much closer basis with the 
constructors is a wise thing. The new set-up has our 
secretary and the Conatruolors sharing an office; so 
the two bodies ure now working 15 one, 

Monza ig another circuit with a problem. I don’t 
know how dangeroua it ia. all lenow te that! wouldn't 
like to have a serious aocident there. The approach 
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inte the Lege le do fast and you're heading inte steel 
barrier at right angles behind which is just amass of 
trees. There's no room there to give ws run-off area. 
The local authority won't allow the trees to be cut 
down—they are the aubject of a preservation order of 
5Ome SOTt—and so we're in astelemate position, 

it they can't solve the problem I think we (the 
Constructora and the GPDA) will hawe to seck an 
alternative circuit for ths year's event, Frankly that 
dotan't bother me too much. [im mot n great fan of 
Monza, it's not a circuit that bas ever thrilled me, 

Drivers aron't supposed to have favorite circuits 
but that deten't stop people wanting to know which 
are my favorite circuits. [tea question I'm frequently 
asked, The question was recently put to me in another 
rather interesting way. I was presented with the 
hapothetion] situation; if there could only be five 
Grand Prix events this year and you could choose 
them where would they be? 

I'd choose them this way: Interlagos in Brazil 
because it's a good long circuit, fast, tricky and safe, 

Monaco because ifs pure read circuit and its a 
unique challenge. Safer than it looks and of course 
quite glow really. 

I must include the “Ring, evan in ite revised five 
moibe form. 

Ricard because even though it's an artificial circuit 
I've always enjoyed racing there. 

And then Brands Hatch which, although it's nota 
rand circuit as such, was buill to resemble ow road 
circuit. It's got ups and down and bends of all sorte and 
it's about the right jength, 

Maybe shortening the ‘Hing. which is what we 
started to talk about before we got distracted, will 
have & hidden bonus for the organizers there, [t la 
popularly believed that the attendance figure at the 
‘Ring is the highest for any cireuit. They talk abouta 
quarter of amillion spectators bul when you actually 
eee their audited figures fou see that in 197) they had 
120,880 people paying and in 1974 it woe 116,810. 
abrieusly lots of peeple pet to watch without paying, 

Maybe with a smaller cirowit it will be posaible for 
the organizers to establish a more efficient way of 
marshalling the spectators anid collecting admission 
fees from more of thers. [t's money as well as care fiat 
mikes this sport of ours po ‘round. 


Readers Speak Out 


Cruse's Vindication 


lam writing you conserning the artiole publighed in 
Autoweek covering the Thompson Pro FY and FV 
weekend of 8-3 November, 1875. In your story on Guat 
rece in the 6 December isaue you reported that alter | 
had won the Voe race, | was bnpounded and found ta 
have an illegal engine in my Lynx. The article aleo 
stites that T was disqualified and that prize money 
was awarded to the next three finishers. 

At the time of printing the information was correct, 
bul the oourtofappenls held a hoaring on 24 January, 
1978, and issued a report which stated that standard 
SCC4 procedures were not followed during impound, 
Twas awarded first place and all prizes that go with it. 
I feel that the article has damaged my name in racing. 
I can't place the blame on Autoweek because your 
story Wee correct at the time of printing, but I 
strongly feel that a second article should be printed, 
not to correct the first. but to extend the first to cover 
all [ache and results that in the end clear my name of 
foal play, 

Bill Cruse 
Wheeling, W. Va. 

Mr. Crose ia correct Autoweek regrets the 
mhisupdéersianding and is happy to publish the 
SCC A's final decision awarding him the win,—Ed, 


FOR SALE 


Ford Capri AS 3700, 2100 Iba, 
425 fp. opportunily to acquire in 
time for thea whole [MSA and 
TrangAm senes this unique car Be 
Included in price are one spare 
Cosworth @enging, maw Spare dae 
gear box and epards foo numer. 
ous tomention, This car with twa 
engines and all spares has to be 
egid before Sebring, theretore 
the ver special price ol 
$30,000.00 For everything, Oily is 
Cash arp serious lquirias, 


Please contact Harry 
Theodoracopulos 
between ten aum. 
and five p.m. at 

212-644-0120 


Drivers’ Addresses 


Tam anavid and interested 15 year old racing fan and 
would like the addresses of Niki Lauda, Tom Pryce, 
Carlos Pace, J. P.Jarier, James Hunt, and HJ, Stuck. 1 
wonder Wheat Lauda’s cars will look like when he 
Finally retires and starts building them.,.mayber [Hl 
gota chance to drive one someday, 


We get dowens of letters asking for drivers’ 
addresses, aod while we'd like toe oblige, we can't for 
tro reasons: first, it would take more time than we 
have, ond second, some of the drivera resent being 
“bothered” by fins’ letters. If this makes you wonder 
who they think (9 responalble for their popolarity— 
wellwe oooldo't tell you. Sorry,—Ed. 


914-6 Victory 


It is fashionable these days to criticize institutions 
aa being unresponsive to the little guy. I'm sure some 
complains are justified, but in the case of the SOCA I 
wonder if we, lhe members. have made honest efforts 
to get our poinks across. Recently #148 Porsche 
owners have had « seemingly impossible request 
approved by the SCCA. Gur group, without factory 
Basistanoe, Managed to get the allowable 
displacoment for the 814-6 increased from the as- 
delivered 2,0 liters to 24, Through « tremendous 
amount of work by many of the 16 914-5 owners who 
responded to my ad in Autoweek, we were able to 
show the Competition Board, the director of club 


NAME 
ADDRESS 
CITY 


GT Express, PO Box 10521, Reno, Nevada 89510 


Or call Rosey af Durkee Travel, (TO2) 329-0601. 


Facing, and the Board of Governore that thecarwas no 
longer competitive with the Dataun 2 and 911 
Porsche, the engines of which bed grown to heap pace 
with EPA smog requirements. I'd like to thank the 
competition board. Hank Thorpeand Dave Prellsen in 
particular, the board of governors, BCCA in Denver, 
and, finally, Autoweek for having the vahicle that 
enabled me to reach more than 90% of the active fi4-fe 
in the country. 
Mike Milvain 
Greenwood, Mo. 


A Race Fan 


A true race fan is a person who enjoys watching or 
reading abowt two or more vehicles attempting to 
reach a destination first. Before subseribing to 
Autoweel, lenjayed only oval racing, bul since then] 
have developed an appreciation for road raciog, drag 
racing, offroad racing, and many other types of racing 
covered in sour publication. Keep up the good work; 
ue true race fans are behind you all ihe way. 

T. J. Culberteon 
Warren, Mich. 

Thanks, One of the reasons A utoweek has expanded 
iis coverage ie to introduce people to forme of racing 
with which they're unfamiliar, While the political 
climate against racing aeeme to have moderated since 
the “was criaie” wae at ite worst, there are still those 
uninformed people who think racing is a major 
consumer of petroleum. Anything that creates race 
fans of any sort ultimately puts us all in a better 
position if push comes to shove,—Ed, 


DAYS OF WINE AND RACING 


Tours row i Grand Prix Fan And Auto Enthusiast! 


LAST CHANCED 


Disigred For discrmensieg mice Fane who want to pee the feo ool 
Pamorous evenie itt Burs, Mond Grant Pris and Leblane. pin oe 
Pp Formula toa 

cies yihing= Mother Bet First Gia acoormodedions ond moe 
The, Atour fhrcugh Ihe tence wine Gouniry hightighta The ing Then 
feo diy be Pork Gettin Bay Yio wad Air Freee May 25. Rolain hoe 
Yor wa fur Frnt Jone 14 Lat Chamee lo ign ap. Aa low oe 
$1428 with $500 deposit by Merch 221 

de Fane To Meer Pon Mod [icles 
All Plates Bape On plain Gecupancy 

inthe: Tea fen Cling RMOOTIMOalion fice Woes 
imnaiee Bnd Seraces. ot tour manager Sightsaeng inched a. por 
Hiveaty inoour fees brochare, Write thocteay dor further information. 


STATE ZIP 


